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Sobranjc. Bulgaria was, therefore, socially boycotted
by the Powers. From the Prince's point of view the
formal recognition of his position was most desirable ;
but the question was of much less interest to his
people, who, being practical persons, did not care to
fight for mere forms when they had obtained the
solid substance. Indirectly, the non-recognition of
Prince Ferdinand had this advantage, that there was
no Russian Agent accredited to his court, and conse-
quently no Russian agency always at work to under-
mine his throne. At first Russia did, indeed, protest
openly, on her own behalf and through the medium
of the Porte, against the Prince's position, and even
proposed at one time to eject him and put General
Ernroth, who had been Minister of War at Sofia in
1882, as governor in his place. But the friendly
policy of England towards the young state and the
firm resolve of the Bulgarian Government to resist
such a proposal by force deterred Russia from the
attempt, and from 1888 to the present time she has
taken no open-steps to oust Prince Ferdinand. This
year he has at last secured recognition.

Having checkmated the designs of Bulgaria's former
liberators, StambulofF proceeded to establish friendly
relations with his country's ancient master, Since
the war Turkey had made no attempt to interfere
with the practical independence of her old province,
and she was quite ready to meet the Bulgarian
Premier's overtures. StambulofFs policy was as suc-
cessful as it was statesmanlike. Thanks to this good
understanding with the Sultan, he was able to obtain
in 1890 Turkish berats for the appointment of two